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The word ñbourseò is a French term for ñexchange.ò It 
originally applied to European stock markets, but came to 
be used for markets dealing with coins and stamps. For 
our purposes in this article, it means an event where there 
are sellers offering stamps and other philatelic material. It 
can also include dealers in coins, postcards, ephemera, and 
other related items. 

A ñshowò for our purposes is an event that includes both a 
bourse and a display of exhibits containing stamps and 
other philatelic items. These exhibits can be either com-
petitive, meaning that there is some sort of jury that judges 
the merits of the exhibit and grants an award level, or non-
competitive in which the exhibits are on display just for 
viewing. Some shows have a mixture of the two. 

Here in the NWFSC area we have several clubs that spon-
sor bourses throughout the year. You can find a listing of 
these events on the back page of this journal. In this arti-
cle, I want to concentrate on the stamp shows. 

When you attend a stamp show, you should budget enough 
time to experience as many of the features that the show 
has to offer as possible. 

ðcontinued on page 4 
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Northwest Stamp Shows  
ð by Jack R. Congrove, Northwest Federation 

The Northwest Federation of Stamp Clubs (NWFSC) en-
compasses the largest geographical area of all the regional 
federations in North America. The NWFSC includes three 
Canadian provinces and one territory and five US states. 

Not only is this a huge area, but the Federation, with a cur-
rent total of 36 member organizations, also has one of the 
largest memberships of all the regional philatelic associa-
tions. 

For comparison, the Northeastern Federation of Stamp 
Clubs covering the New England area, has 38 member or-
ganizations. The Federation of New York Philatelic Socie-
ties that includes clubs in New York and surrounding 
states has 25 members. Our neighbor to the south, the 
Council of Northern California Philatelic Societies, has 26 
members. 

Some of the NWFSC organizations are not actually stamp 
clubs in the strict sense of the term. For example, we have 
the Northwest Philatelic Library and the Portland Philatel-
ic Exhibition. Both are philatelic, as their names imply, but 
neither one actually has any ñmembers.ò They are associa-
tions formed for an express purpose governed by volunteer 
groups comprised of directors and officers. 

In addition, we have the Northwest Stamp Dealers Associ-
ation. This is a regional group of stamp dealers. Each of 
these groups is a welcome member of the Federation, but 
they are not clubs that get together to actually study and 
talk about stamps and stamp collecting. 

With this large quantity of member groups, the Federation 
is fortunate that many of them host stamp shows and 
bourses throughout the year. Not only do these events pro-
vide opportunities for collectors to acquire material and 
exhibitors to show their collections, but they also help to 
promote the hobby and support the stamp dealers, both 
large and small, within the Federation area. 

In this article, I want to describe and publicize these shows 
so that our readers can find out more about them and hope-
fully set aside some time to pay them a visit. 

For those who may not have ever attended a stamp show, 
perhaps it will be useful to define some terms and to de-
scribe in general what these events all have in common. 
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From the Editorõs Desk 

We are well into the new year and that means that 
membership dues are payable and annual reports 
are due for all of the organizations in the Federa-
tion. See the article on page 12 for more details. 

As I read articles in the philatelic press, I note 
that many people have been lamenting the decline 
of stamp collecting and philately in general. They 
must not be from the Pacific Northwest. Here in 
The Great Northwest philately seems to be thriv-
ing. Within the past five years we have added a 
new World Series of Philately (WSP) show in 

Seattle, increased the quantity of member organizations in the Federation, 
and expanded the number of local stamp exhibitions. 

The Federation has gained a new member club as we extend our assis-
tance across the Federation area of operations bringing the total quantity 
of member organizations to 36 across three provinces and five states. We 
are still seeking an organization from our one territory. 

The Regina Philatelic Club in Regina, Saskatchewan, has become our 
newest member effective in December 2017. Great. Now I am going to 
have to learn how to spell Saskatchewan. 

We have also received inquiries about membership from three other or-
ganizations, some of which have been past members and are considering 
rejoining. We will be pursuing these requests and I hope to report on them 
in the next edition. 

In March and April, I count no fewer than 14 stamp shows and bourses 
scheduled to take place in the Federation area. It is not possible to attend 
all of them, but I hope every one of the collectors in our area will go to at 
least one of them. This is important if we want to maintain and expand the 
hobby. If we do not support the dealers who provide the material of our 
hobby, then eventually there will be no material available to obtain. 

Newsletter editors, please make sure I am on your distribution list so I can 
report your news to others in the Federation. 

Also, please look at your collection and send me a couple paragraphs de-
scribing an item you find interesting. Club officers, send me news about 
your clubôs activities and accomplishments, especially if you present an 
exhibition. I will publish this information in upcoming editions. Input for 
the next edition is due to me not later than 15 May 2018. Send to: 
jackcongrove@comcast.net. 

ðð Jack R. Congrove, Editor 

 

Answers to Philatelic Quiz:  
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The most important task for the 
Federation and its member clubs 
in the next four months is the 
revision of the by-laws. Eric 
Knapp in Alaska, Jack Congrove 
in Washington, and I over the 
past few months have eliminated 
large, out-of-date sections from 
the almost 30 page document to 
trim it to half that size.  

Jack has sent out copies of the draft document to member 
clubs and a vote needs to be taken at PIPEX in May. Clubs 
can vote by having a representative at the meeting, by 
naming a proxy who will be there, or by either a mail vote 
or an email vote. For this last, the procedure is yet to be 
arranged. 

Any club or club member is encouraged to contact any of 
us with questions or suggestions. See page 15 of this jour-
nal for more information. 

Also important is elections of officers, especially the Ex-
ecutive Secretary, the position I hold. I was appointed by 
Lawrence Clay the former Executive Secretary, who also 
was originally appointed to that position. If the Federation 
By-laws are approved, there will also be a new officer who 
needs to be elected. I 

In addition, Canadian and US directors will be elected. As 
there is no official nominating committee, please make 
nominations to any of us. Nominations can also be made at 
the meeting at 9:00 AM on Sunday morning at PIPEX. 

ðð Larry Crain, Executive Secretary 

Executive Secretaryõs Notes 

Willamette Valley 
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Obsession, love, money, and postage. Freaks & Errors: A 
Rare Collection, is the first, independent documentary film 
that reveals the eccentric, rarely seen, and surprisingly 
large world of stamp collecting. 

Interviews with columnist and author Neil Steinberg, foot-
wear guru Stuart Weitzman, and bond king William H. 
Gross, in addition to an enthusiastic collection of life-long, 
stamp hobbyists, the film is a commentary on how we are 
all searching for ways to control our world, make order out 
of chaos, connect with one another, and express ourselves 
through our hobbies. 

The creators have submitted the film to several film festi-
vals and are also in talks with a distributor to get the film 
in wide release.  

See a trailer at:  https://www.freaksanderrorsfilm.com/  

Stamp Collecting Documentary  

The 75th edition of PIPEX is coming May 11 through 
May 13. This WSP level event will feature 240 frames of 
exhibits to view and 40 booths to visit. 

A show of this size and quality cannot be successful with-
out the help of numerous volunteers who work behind the 
scenes to make the show happen. Please help us make this 
show a great success by volunteering at the show, even if 
it is only for a couple of hours.  

This year, we have worked hard to make this process easy. 
Go to the PIPEX website (www.pipexstampshow.org/) 
and click on the Volunteers menu. This will take you to a 
page where you can look through the volunteering oppor-
tunities and pick any available day/ time combination that 
is available. 

PIPEX Seeks Volunteers 
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Stamp shows all have dealers and these offer a wide varie-
ty of material. No matter what your area of interest, you 
should be able to find a seller who has items you might 
want. If the show has a website, or a publishes a listing of 
its dealers, check it out before you go to determine which 
dealers you want to visit. 

You should also take some time to browse through the 
exhibits. At larger shows, these usually contain scarce 
items and rarities that you can view up close. Exhibits de-
scribe not only the material they contain, but also may of-
fer lessons in history, geography, sociology, and science. 

Some shows, especially the larger ones, provide presenta-
tions by experts on a wide variety of topics. Sometimes 
there are special events such as auctions and new issue 
ceremonies. Check the showôs website or flyers for a list 
of the events it has to offer. 

In describing the shows in the Federation, I have placed 
them into three types: National, Regional, and Local. A 
National show is one that is officially recognized and 
sanctioned by the American Philatelic Society (APS).  

I define a Regional show as one that runs for at least two 
days and attracts visitors from outside the club member-
ship and elsewhere than just the immediate area. 

A Local show is one that centers mainly on the local club 
or area and has a smaller group of dealers and exhibitors. 
These definitions are admittedly arbitrary and some Local 
shows are as popular and diverse as any of the larger ones. 

The Federation area hosts three National level shows each 
year. The largest one with the longest history is the Pacific 
International Philatelic Exhibition (PIPEX). PIPEX was 
founded in 1935, and held its first show in Bellingham, 
Washington in 1936. 

For many years, PIPEX rotated each year to a different 
city throughout the Federation area. Because it became too 
logistically complex to move around as it has grown in 
size, it has been held in Portland, Oregon, since 2012. 
PIPEX was designated as one of the World Series of Phi-
lately (WSP) shows by the APS in 1969. 

The second largest and newest WSP National show is the 
Seattle Philatelic Exhibition (SEAPEX). SEAPEX as a 
regional show has been held in Seattle since the early 
1970s. In 2011, it applied to become a WSP show and af-
ter its four year probationary period, the APS approved it 
in 2015. Both PIPEX and SEAPEX are three-day shows 
that run from Friday through Sunday.  

The third National show is the Edmonton National Spring 
Show sponsored by the Edmonton Stamp Club. It is a two-
day WSP show that operates on Saturday and Sunday. 
This show was a national level show before it officially 
became a WSP event. 

The National shows feature top-rated exhibits and provide 
a venue for philatelic groups to hold their annual conven-
tions and chapter meetings. They usually provide extra 
events such as banquets and youth and family activities. 

The Grand Award winners for exhibits at the National 
shows compete with the winners of the other WSP Nation-
al shows around the country for the Champion of Champi-
ons Award at the APS StampShow each year. 

There are seven Regional shows sponsored by Federations 
clubs held each year within the Federation area. One is a 
three-day show and the others are two-day shows.  

The Anchorage Philatelic Exhibition (APEX) produced by 
the Anchorage Philately Society is a three-day show. This 
show includes many youth exhibits created by students at 
local schools in Anchorage. It is held each year in con-
junction with the Anchorage Fur Rendezvous. 

VICTOPICAL, a topical oriented exhibition sponsored by 
the Vancouver Island Philatelic Society (VIPS), is held 
each spring in Victoria, British Columbia. It also features 
many youth exhibits in addition to the adult exhibition. 
Each of the four area stamp clubs submits a one-frame 
noncompetitive exhibit. 

The Victoria Philatelic Exhibition (VICPEX) is another 
Regional show organized by VIPS and held each autumn 
in Victoria. This year it is hosting three concurrent society 
meetings: British North America Philatelic Society, Phila-
telic Specialistsô Society of Canada , and Royal Philatelic 
Society London. 

The Southern Oregon Philatelic Society has been present-
ing its Southern Oregon Philatelic Exhibition (SOPEX) for 
55 years. It is held each year in conjunction with the Med-
ford Pear Blossom Festival. They present a number of ro-
tating trophies for various exhibit categories. 

The Willamette Valley Stampex is the newest Regional 
show. It actually combines two former Local shows: the 
Greater Eugene Stamp Society Stampfest and the Salem 
Stamp Society STAMPEX. This year is its inaugural 
event. It is unique in that the show takes place in two dif-
ferent cities on two different days. 

The Evergreen Stamp Club sponsors both a Local and a 
Regional show. Its Summer Exhibition held in Kent, 
Washington, features one of the largest quantities of deal-
ers of any Regional show. It also focuses on encouraging 
beginning exhibitors. 

The final Regional show is the Vancouver Philatelic Exhi-
bition (VANPEX) organized by the British Columbia Phil-
atelic Society and held in Burnaby, British Columbia. In 
addition to regular exhibits consisting of one or more 
frames containing 16 pages, they offer a special one-page 
exhibit option voted on by the public. 
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NWFSC Shows (from page 1) 
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The Executive Secretary, Larry Crain, mentioned in the 
last issue that he had learned of some new clubs in the Fed-
eration area and he made contact with them. 

The Regina Philatelic Club in Regina, Saskatchewan, has 
joined the Federation effective in December. The club was 
formed in 1910. They currently have about 40 members. 

They meet on the first and third Wednesday of the month 
from September to May at 7:30 PM in the staff room at the 
Campus Regina Public School, 1069 14th Avenue East. 

They sponsored their annual show 17ï18 February 2018, at 
the Regina Senior Citizens Center. 

NWFSC Shows (from page 4) New Federation Member Club  

The British North America Philatelic Society (BNAPS) is 
an international organization (founded in 1943) devoted to 
the collecting and study of the stamps, markings, and post-
al history of Canada and the pre-confederation colonies of 
British North America (British Columbia, Canada, New 
Brunswick, Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, and Prince Ed-
ward Island).  

BNAPS has several regional groups. One of the groups in 
the Federation area is the Pacific Northwest group that 
covers British Columbia, Idaho, Oregon, Washington, 
Alaska, and Yukon.  

The PNW group held their annual meeting in September 
2017, and installed new leadership. The Chairman is Mark 
Oakley and the NWFSC representative in Peter Jacobi. 

Their annual regional group conference for this year will 
be on 4ï5 October at the Comfort Inn in Victoria, British 
Columbia. The meeting will precede the VICPEX exhibi-
tion and bourse sponsored by the Victoria Stamp Club at 
the same venue on 6ï7 October. This will be a great op-
portunity to enjoy both events.  

Federation members who are interested in this philatelic 
area are invited to attend the meeting and exhibition. 
Check the BNAPS website at http://www.bnaps.org/ for 
more information. 

There are five Local shows currently held by NWFSC 
clubs. Some of these differ from a Regional show only by 
being a single day instead of two. All of these host exhib-
itsðusually beginning level and often not judged. 

Some former Local shows did not make this list because 
they no longer host exhibits. 

The Greater Eastside Stamp Society holds GESSPEX each 
winter in Redmond, Washington. Its exhibits are usually 
only from its own club members. 

The Regina Philatelic Club holds a Local show in Febru-
ary with both stamp and coin dealers. It also showcases 
exhibits by its members. 

The Fraser Valley Philatelic Club holds a one-day Local 
AMPEX show each spring in Abbotsford, British Colum-
bia. Its exhibits are by its members. 

The Strait Stamp Society organizes a one-day Local show 
each August in Sequim, Washington. They produce a spe-
cial show cover and draw many visitors who take the ferry 
over from Victoria. They have a variety of exhibits from 
both beginning and experienced exhibitors. 

The Okanagan Mainline Philatelic Association is a group 
of three clubs in the Mainline and Okanagan Valley area 
of British Columbia. They sponsor a one-day show each 
autumn that includes exhibits by their members. 

Visit one or more of these shows this year to support our 
clubs and the dealers who make these events possible. 

The Seattle Philatelic Exhibition (SEAPEX), a World Se-
ries of Philately (WSP) national-level show, is seeking 
philatelic exhibits. The exhibition will take place 14ï16 
September 2018, at the Tukwila Community Center locat-
ed between SeaTac International Airport and downtown 
Seattle. The show expects to have 30 dealers including 
several national dealers. 

The cutoff date for exhibit entry is 27 July 2018. The 200 
exhibit frames all filled up quickly last year, so be sure to 
send your applications as early as possible. The winner of 
the Grand awards for both single and multiple frame ex-
hibits will be eligible to compete for the Champion of 
Champions award against the winners from the other WSP 
shows.  

The American Helvetia Philatelic Society and the United 
Postal Stationery Society will hold their annual conven-
tions at the show.  

Visit the SEAPEX website (www.seapexshow.org) for a 
prospectus and entry forms. 

BNAPS Chapter Meeting  

SEAPEX Seeks Exhibits 

Apple Blossom Cancelled  

The annual spring Apple Blossom show of the Inland Em-
pire Philatelic Society has been cancelled due to their ven-
ue not being available on the planned show dates. 

Relocating would have been too expensive, and dealers 
were unavailable on the alternate date. 

The fall Apple Harvest show remains scheduled for 29ï30 
September. 
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What is That Cancel? 
ð by Neil Donen, Vancouver Island Philatelic Society 

[Ed. note: This article .appeared in the February 2018 edition of 
The Guideline, the monthly newsletter of the Vancouver Island 
Philatelic Society. It is reprinted here with permission.] 

Often I have been confronted with indistinct cancels on 
stamps or on covers. I am unable to figure out what infor-
mation is available to me. 

Consider the stamp shown here. The cancel is both indis-
tinct and confusing. In trying to decipher the information, 
I turn to one of two options available to me. If one option 
does not yield an answer, I try the other. Usually one of 
them works. Below are the results using these two options.  

Photoshop. Using the steps suggested by Bob Swanson 
(see reference and sidebar on page 7), I follow a specific 
series of steps. The key features are saving the image as a 
TIFF file, ensuring the RGB format is marked and that the 
windows ñChannelsò is selected. This separates the images 
into three layers. Choosing the image that is clearest, I 
delete the other channels and, hey presto, below is what 
you get. 

It is now obvious there are four cancels (Two list Winni-
peg; there appears to be a ñCanadaò cancel on the left, and 

finally a horizontal circular bar hand-stamped obliterator). 
The date appears to be June. 2 

Retroreveal (http://retroreveal.org) is a free program 
provided by the J. William Marriott Library at the Univer-
sity of Utah. The process consists of a series of mathemat-
ical algorithms that break the colors into separate layers or 
spaces. These are presented in black and white. All that is 
needed, after one signs on, is to upload the image, click on 
it and to hit the process link. A series of images are pre-
sented and you can download the one that is best for your 
purpose. As can be seen the visual results are almost the 
same as above.  

 
Bob Swanson was a member of the International Machine 
Cancel Society. He published a comprehensive paper on 
image enhancement that you can find  at the site below. 

Reference: 
https://www.slideshare.net/bobswansons/isolating-
cancellations-ver2 
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Separating Cancels Using Photoshop 

Step 1. Scan image at highest possible resolution. 

Step 2. Save scanned image as a TIFF file. 

Step 3. Open scanned image in Photoshop. 

Step 4. Set LƳŀƎŜǎ to wD. (LƳŀƎŜҔaƻŘŜҔwD.) 

Step 5. Set ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ to /ƘŀƴƴŜƭǎ. Four images will 
be presented in a panel on right-hand side. 

Step 6. Chose the most desirable image (i.e., shows 
cancel clearest). Trash the others. 

Step 7. Save the selected image (CƛƭŜҔ{ŀǾŜ !ǎ). 

Step 8. Alter contrast and brightness to maximize 

cancel image (LƳŀƎŜҔ!ŘƧǳǎǘƳŜƴǘҔ[ŜǾŜƭǎ) . 

Step 9. Save image as a TIFF file. 
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Upcoming NWFSC National Shows  
Free Admission and Free Parking. Dozens of Stamp Dealers. Thousands of Exhibit Pages. Seminars and Society 
activities. What are you waiting for? Make plans to attend these events. Do not miss out on these unique opportunities. 


