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Boeing Centenary  
ð by Jack R. Congrove  

This year, 15 July marks the 100th 

anniversary of the incorporation of 

Pacific Aero Products Company. 

This is the organization founded by 

William Edward Boeing that would 

eventually grow to become The 

Boeing Company.  

Last year SEAPEX chose this anni-

versary as its theme for 2016 and is 

partnering with Boeing to help cel-

ebrate this milestone.  

SEAPEX will be producing unique 

souvenir cacheted covers and picto-

rial cancellations for each day of 

the three-day show.  

These souvenirs will be available 

for purchase at the show and will 

also be offered as prizes in door prize drawings each day. 

Boeing has plans for several events throughout this year to 

recognize their anniversary. To contribute to these plan 

SEAPEX is preparing a philatelic exhibit to display at the 

Boeing Museum of Flight located at 9404 East Marginal 

Way South in Seattle. In the figure above is a cover from 

the Title page of this exhibit.  

SEAPEX is fortunate to have the Evergreen Stamp Club as 

one of its Club Associates. This club was formerly the 

Boeing Employees Stamp Club and it has an archive of 

Boeing related material including unique maiden flight 

and first flight covers. The Club has graciously loaned this 

material to SEAPEX for inclusion in this exhibit. 

Speaking of Club Associates, SEAPEX has several area 

clubs who assist the show with donations, volunteers, and 

other support. In addition to Evergreen, these include Col-

lectors Club of Seattle, Greater Eastside Stamp Society, 

Puget Sound Collectorsô Club, Sno-King Stamp Club, 

Strait Stamp Society, Tacoma Stamp Club, and Washing-

ton State Philatelic Society. 

Boeing Centenary ð Jack R. Congrove ............................. 1 
From the Editorõs Desk ...................................................... 2 
Chairmanõs Notes ............................................................... 3 
The March of Mary Jane ð Lisa D. Foster ........................ 4 
News Items .......................................................................... 5 
Youth in Philately ð Lisa D. Foster ................................... 6 
Hellõs Half Acre, Wyoming ð Jack R. Congrove ............ 7 
Washington First Flights ð Lyman R. Caswell ............... 8 
Promoting Exhibiting ð Lisa D. Foster .......................... 10 
Moses Lake 2016 Symposium ð David Harris  .............. 11 
Club Activities  .................................................................. 12 
Youth Philatelic Puzzle  .................................................... 15 
Stamp Show Calendar ..................................................... 16 

Inside  

William E. Boeing First Day Cover 
(from MS/6 for Centenary of First Powered Flight) 



From the Editorõs Desk 

Although 2016 is already more than six weeks 

old, this edition of the Federation newsletter 

marks the beginning of our publication new year, 

so I believe that I can wish everyone a safe and 

prosperous year of philatelic pursuits. 

This year will include the decennial international 

stamp show held in the US. World Stamp Show-

NY 2016 will take place in New York City on 28 

May through 4 June.  

This eight-day exhibition will feature more than 

200 dealers from around the world and 4,000 frames of top quality phila-

telic exhibits. Those of you who can take advantage of visiting this excep-

tional event, will find more interesting activities than you can possibly 

attend. 

I mention NY 2016 because it will have an impact on many other events 

around the country. As a result of this show, at least five of the annual 

World Series of Philately (WSP) national shows will not be held this year. 

One of these shows is the Northwest Federation-sponsored PIPEX. Be-

cause of these cancellations, the remaining WSP shows will take on add-

ed importance. Here in the Federation area we will have three such shows 

this year: the Edmonton Spring Show (2ï3 April), APS Stamp Show (this 

year in Portland 4ï7 August), and SEAPEX (9ï11 September). 

We are fortunate to have this many opportunities in our area to attend 

these top level philatelic events.  

One other philatelic event in the Federation area that I want to tout is the 

annual Arn Symposium in Moses Lake, Washington. This all day event 

scheduled for 9 April, includes four major philatelic presentations by not-

ed philatelists, two auctions, and very pleasant social activities.  

If you have never been to this event, you should seriously consider attend-

ing. See the article on page 11 for more details. 

I am continually looking for news and articles to publish. I typically re-

ceive the regular newsletters (as either electronic or print versions) pub-

lished by many of the Federation member clubs, but I have not been re-

ceiving all of them. It is very difficult to report on your club activities if I 

do not know about them. 

Therefore, please send me an email about any activities or happenings 

involving your clubs or other groups so I can report the news to others. 

Also, please look at your collection and send me a couple paragraphs de-

scribing an item you find interesting. Club officers, send me news about 

your clubôs activities and accomplishments. I will publish this infor-

mation in upcoming editions. Input for the next edition is due to me not 

later than 15 May 2016. 

ðð Jack R. Congrove, Editor 

 

Answers to Philatelic Puzzle: 1-F, 2-E, 3-H, 4-G, 5-D, 6-I, 7-C, 8-A, 9-B 
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SEAPEX is again arranging with the Museum of Flight to 

have a guided tour on Thursday, 8 September, the day be-

fore the show.  

In addition to world class aircraft and spacecraft on dis-

play, the Museum has an archive of unique and wonderful 

historic flight covers and related philatelic material. 

SEAPEX will be coordinating with the archivist to view 

some of these items that are usually unavailable to the 

public. 

Plans are still underway, but the show organizers hope to 

be able to arrange some related presentations from Boeing 

experts during the exhibition. 

SEAPEX 2016 will be held at the Tukwila Community 

Center located at 12424 42nd Avenue South in Tukwila, 

Washington on 9ï11 September. The show hours will be: 

Friday 10 AMï6 PM, Saturday 10 AMï5 PM, and Sunday 

10 AMï4 PM. 

SEAPEX expects to have more than 25 dealers and 180+ 

frames of philatelic exhibits.  

The US Postal Service and UN Postal Administrations 

will each have booths at the show. 

There will be a Boy Scout merit badge seminar, free 

stamp evaluations, presentations, and meetings. Parking 

and admission are free. 

Normally, this is the time of the year when preparations 

are in full swing for the annual PIPEX stamp show that 

has been held in Portland the past four years. But since 

there is no PIPEX this year, things are much calmer. 

As a reminder, PIPEX was given a bye as a World Series 

of Philately show this year due to the probable effect of 

two major shows on a PIPEX show. First, the NY 2016 is 

being held in New York City from May 28ïJune 4. Then 

the American Philatelic Society is holding its annual 

stamp show in Portland on August 4ï7.  

Many of the exhibitors who normally do PIPEX will be 

exhibiting at the APS show and some at NY 2016. The 

same applies to many of the dealers. Because of this, it 

was felt that it would not be possible to have a successful 

PIPEX in 2016. The next PIPEX is scheduled for Motherôs 

Day weekend in 2017, when things will be back to normal. 

However, the Northwest Federation of Stamp Clubs 

(NWFSC) is still in business. First, NWFSC is sponsoring 

the 26th Annual Philatelic Symposium at Moses Lake, 

Washington on April 9. This is a great combination of 

philatelic presentations, silent and ñnoisyò auctions, and 

fellowship. This is truly worth your time. For more infor-

mation go to the NWFSC website, or contact David Harris 

at sqpiano@gmail.com.  

[Ed. note: See the article about the Symposium on p.11. 

Also, although there will be no PIPEX this year, philate-

lists can still satisfy their collector desires at SEAPEX.] 

NWFSC will hold its annual general meeting at the APS 

Stamp Show in Portland and is tentatively scheduled for 

August 6. Also, plans are to present the normal NWFSC 

awards at the APS show. These are the Northwest Distin-

guished Philatelist Award, the Federation Meritorious Ser-

vice Award, and the Member Club Service Award. 

Please let me know if you have nominees for any of these 

awards. The deadline for submittal of nominations will be 

June 1. 

I hope that you all had a nice holiday season and are still 

having fun and meeting the challenge of finding those 

ñmissing goodies!ò 

Best wishes for the rest of 2016.  

ðð Lawrence Clay, Chairman 

Boeing Centenary (from page 1) Chairmanõs Notes 

UPCOMING SHOWS 
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ð by Lisa D. Foster, Evergreen Stamp Club 

Industrial Hemp. Industrial hemp is a variety of the 

plant species Cannabis sativa that has been cultivated 

around the world for thousands of years. Hemp produces a 

larger yield per acre than do common substitutes such as 

cotton, and requires few pesticides. In addition, hemp has 

an average growing cycle of only 100 days. It is easy to 

grow because it requires little water or fertilizer and does 

not need replanting year after year. 

After harvesting, various parts of the plant can be utilized 

in the making of products. The oil extract of the hemp 

seeds has been used in paints, varnishes, soaps, and for 

lighting. Historically, the seeds were used as bird feed and 

human food.  

The stalks have been used to 

make rope, paper, and cloth. It 

is believed that hemp sails and 

rope carried Columbus to the 

Americas in 1492. In addition, 

Columbusôs ships carried hemp 

seeds for use in case of a ship-

wreck to grow crops for raw 

materials and as a source of 

nutrition.  

George Washington cultivated 

hemp at Mount Vernon for indus-

trial uses including making rope 

and sail canvas. The hemp fibers 

were spun into thread used to sew 

sacks and canvas and to repair the 

large seine fishing nets that Wash-

ington used in his fishing operation 

along the Potomac.  

In addition, Washington used 

some of what he grew to 

make hemp clothing worn by 

his slaves. Colonial soldiers 

and sailors in the Revolution-

ary War were also clothed in 

hemp fabric. Most textiles 

were made from hemp until 

the 1820s with the introduc-

tion of the cotton gin.  

Rumor has it that Benjamin Franklin 

owned a paper mill that made hemp 

paper and/or ran off hemp oil in the 

1730s. Although the paper on which 

the Declaration of Independ-ence (1776) and the Constitu-

tion (1789) were recorded was parchment, it is believed 

that some working drafts were composed on paper made 

from hemp, which was widely used at that time.  

In the 1790s, hemp was grown mainly 

for its industrial value and for soil sta-

bilization. Thomas Jefferson also grew 

hemp on his plantation for local use. In 

1816, Jefferson adapted a ñhemp brakeò 

to a thrashing machine, which broke 

and beat about 80 pounds per day 

with a single horse.  

Marijuana. Industrial hemp (Cannabis sativa sativa), 

the kind that Washington and Jefferson grew, is not the 

same strain of the plant as Cannabis sativa indica that is 

used as a drug (marijuana). C. sativa sativa contains less 

than 0.3 percent of tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), the pri-

mary psychoactive ingredient in marijuana.  

C. sativa indica grown for marijuana can contain between 

6ï20 percent THC. It is the psychoactive properties of its 

resin that led to its regulation, taxation, and prohibition.  

Physicians often prescribed 

marijuana for its therapeutic 

value to treat pain, nausea, 

spasticity, glaucoma, move-

ment disorders, and to stim-

ulate appetite. The Pure 

Food and Drug Act of 1906 

required labeling of any 

cannabis contained in over-

the-counter remedies. 

Following the Mexican 

Revolution of 1910, Mexi-

can immigrants flooded into the United States and intro-

duced the American culture to the recreational use of ma-

rijuana.  

During the Great Depression, unem-

ployment increased public resentment 

and fear of Mexican immigrants. By 

1931, 29 states had outlawed the use 

of marijuana.  

Harry Anslinger, the first Commis-

sioner of the Federal Bureau of Nar-

cotics, joined forces with newspaper 

publishers and started a campaign 

against marijuana by pointing to the 

ð continued on page 14 

The March of Mary Jane  

Columbusôs Ships 
U.S., 1992, Sc#2621 

Mount Vernon 
U.S., 1956, Sc#1032 

Colonial Seamstress 
U.S., 1977, Sc#1717 

Jefferson 
U.S., 1966, Sc#1299 

1906 Food & Drug Act 
U.S., 1998, Sc#3182f 

Marijuana Tax Stamp 
U.S., 1937, Sc#RMJ1 
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Letters 

In response to the article ñClub Presentations and Pro-

gramsò in the December issue, Neil Donen of the Vancou-

ver Island Philatelic Society wrote, ñI draw to yours, and 

your readershipôs attention to the local website we have 

here in Victoria (http://www.vicstamps.com). It includes 

all our local listings and the presentations made by differ-

ent club members over the past couple of years.ò  

Review of the site revealed many interesting presentations 

including, ñGerman POWôs in Siberia, WWI;ò ñEarly Vic-

toria-California Mail: Types and Varieties;ò and ñRAF 

Ferry Command Mail.ò Thank you for sharing!  

5 

USS Puget Sound Chapter 74 of 

the Universal Ship Cancellation So-

ciety 2016 Winter Meeting will be 

on Saturday, 5 March 2016, at 1300 

in the Coast Guard Museum/NW 

(Pier 36, 1519 Alaskan Way), Seat-

tle. If you would like to attend this Chapter meeting, 

please call CAPT Gene Davis, USCG (ret.) (206-217-

6993, M-W-F 0900-1500) or Robert Clark (425-396-7867 

after 20 February 2016) so you can be put on the official 

list at the Guard Gate. Please bring picture ID as well as 

automobile registration and insurance for driving on the 

US Coast Guard (Dept. of Homeland Security) Base.  

The Vancouver Island Philatelic Society 

publishes a monthly newsletter, The 

Guideline. Meetings include a small auc-

tion. They plan a major auction for 26 

May. The club meets at 7:30 PM on the 

fourth Thursday each month at St. Ai-

danôs Church. Dues are $20 per year. 

See www.vicstamps.com/vips.htm. 

The Washington State Philatelic Society 

does not publish a newsletter. They meet 

on the second and fourth Thursday of 

each month at 7:00 PM at the Gethsema-

ne Lutheran Church in Seattle. 

 

The Northwest Federation of Stamp 

Clubs will hold its annual meeting 

at the APS Stamp Show in Portland, 

Oregon on 6 August 2016. 

[Ed. note: If you would like to have news about your club 

activities and upcoming plans published in future columns, 

please email either me (jackcongrove@comcast.net) or 

Lisa Foster (fosteld@gmail.com) with the details.] 

Club Activities (from page 13) 

The Seattle Philatelic Exhibition has made another $500 

installment payment on the $2000 loan from the North-

west Federation of Stamp Clubs. The Federation made this 

loan for use as operating capital when SEAPEX was be-

ginning their effort to become a World Series of Philately 

exhibition. This payment leaves a balance of $1000. 

SEAPEX Loan Repayment 

As noted in the last edition, the Northwest Federation has 

a Facebook page edited by Bill Ailes (Northwest Federa-

tion of Stamp Clubs). 

The Federation Facebook page includes posts about inter-

esting philatelic events taking place in The Great North-

west and elsewhere. 

Like us on Facebook and see what is happening in the lo-

cal philatelic world. 

Federation on Facebook 

Pacific Northwest Stamp Issue  

On 17 January, 

the US Postal 

Service issued a 

new stamp to 

pay the Express 

Mail rate. The 

stamp was is-

sued on a Sun-

day without cer-

emony in Wash-

ington, DC. The 

issue date coin-

cides with the 

rate change. 

The stamp depicts the Columbia River Gorge and has the 

highest denomination ever for a regular US postage stamp. 

Approximately 80 miles long and up to 4,000 feet deep, 

the gorge runs along the Columbia River, which forms 

part of the border between Oregon and Washington.  

The stamp art captures the beauty of the Columbia River 

as it winds its way through the steep cliffs of the Cascade 

Mountain Range. The historic Vista House, sits atop 

Crown Point, overlooking the river 725 feet below, seen 

on the stamp in the setting sun.  

Express Mail Stamp 
Record High Denomination 


